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Publications
BOOK

Women and Children First: 19th-Century Sea Narratives and American Identity.  Hardback. Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, January 2008.  ISBN: 978-0-8032-3258-7.  264 Pages. 17 illustrations. 
Paperback edition, Fall 2012.


*Reviewed by:


The Journal of American Culture

American Literature 


Legacy: A Journal of American Women Writers 


The American Historical Review

The Journal of American History 


Nineteenth-Century Literature 


Choice 

Journal of Church History


Prose Studies
ARTICLES 

““From Moby-Dick to Leviathan: Experiencing the Oceanic.” Forthcoming.  Leviathan: A Journal of Melville Studies, Spring or Summer 2020.
“Molly Brown: The Shipwrecked Woman in U.S. Culture.”  Shipwreck in Art and Literature: Images and Interpretations From Antiquity to the Present Day. Ed. Carl Thompson. NY: Routledge Press, 2014. 171-186 Volume in Routledge’s “Interdisciplinary Perspectives on Literature Series” 
“Intertextual Links: Reading Uncle Tom’s Cabin in James Weldon Johnson’s Autobiography of an Ex-Colored Man.”  College Literature 40.1 (Spring 2013): 121-138.
“The Lawyer’s Trouble with Cicero in Herman Melville’s “Bartleby, the Scrivener.” Leviathan: A Journal of Melville Studies 15.2 (2013): 155-165.

“Poe’s ‘MS. Found in a Bottle’ and the Dangers of Mobility.”  Forum For Modern Language Studies. 48.4 (October 2013). 382-392. 

"The Middle Passages of Nancy Prince and Harriet Jacobs." Nineteenth-Century Contexts 29.3-4 (special double issue in September 2007) and reprinted in Nineteenth-Century Worlds: Global Formations Past and Present (Routledge Press, 2008).  283-293.
“Speed.”  Living Forge.  1.2 (March 2005): 43-52.

“Holy Motives and Loyal Bodies: Cross-Dressed Female Seafarers in Early American Popular Literature.”  Masquerades: Disguise in Literature in English from the Middle Ages to the Present.  University of Gdansk Press, 2004.  177-195.

“Snapshots of Contradiction in Mary Robinson’s Poetical Works.”  Nineteenth-Century Literature Criticism.  Vol. 142.  September 2004. 206-219. Rpt.
“Charlotte Perkins Gilman.”  Dictionary of Literary Biography: American Women Prose Writers, 1870-1920.  Vol. 221 (2000): 148-158.

“Transatlantic Touchstone: The Shipwrecked Woman in British and Early American Literature.”  Prose Studies: History, Theory, Criticism 22.3 (1999): 41-56.

“Snapshots of Contradiction in Mary Robinson’s Poetical Works.”  PLL: Papers on Language and Literature.  31.2 (Spring 1995): 206-19.

“Notes on the Whale.”  Semiotics 1995.  Ed.  C.W. Spinks and John Deely.  New York: Peter Lang, 1995.  214-221.
INVITED LECTURES AND INTERVIEWS

Slate.com.  Interviewed by Brian Palmer. “Costa Concordia Sinking: What’s the Etiquette for Abandoning Ship.”  17 January 2012.  http://www.slate.com/articles/news_and_politics/explainer/2012/01/costa_concordia_sinking_what_s_the_etiquette_for_abandoning_ship_.html
BBC World News Radio.  Interviewed about the history of the maritime tradition of “women and children first.” 22 January 2012. http://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/p00mxmh0/The_World_Today_Weekend_22_01_2012/
“The Rescued Woman in U.S. Shipwreck Narratives and Film.” Invited talk for “The Semiotics of Shipwreck: A Symposium of the Representations and Resonance of Maritime Disaster.” National Maritime Museum, London, England.  November 19-20, 2010.  

“Why James Cameron’s Titanic was so popular.” Invited lecture for Speakers Series, Department of English. Claremont University. Claremont, CA.  February 25, 2009

“The Middle Passage of Nancy Prince.” Colloquium leader for Southern California chapter of the Society for the Study of American Women Writers, Claremont University, Claremont, CA.  Spring 2009.

Mentor conversation with the Marians, Marymount Institute, Loyola Marymount University, Spring 2006.

“Shipwreck in American Culture,” President’s Day, Loyola Marymount University, March 2004.

“Improving Students’ Critical Reading Skills,” Center for Teaching Excellence.  Loyola Marymount University, November 2001

“Romantic Women Poets in 19th-Century British Literature,” Humanitas Summer Academy, Clark Library, Los Angeles, August 23, 2001.

“Teaching with Style: Enhancing Learning by Understanding Teaching and Learning Styles,” Center for Teaching Excellence. Loyola Marymount University, October 2000.

INVITED BOOK REVIEWS

Megan Shockley.  The Captain’s Widow of Sandwich: Self-Invention and the Life of Hannah Rebecca Burgess, 1834-1917 (NYU Press, 2010). Journal of American History 97.4 (2011): 1134-1135.

Dorri Beam.  Style, Gender, and Fantasy in Nineteenth-Century American Women’s Writing (Oxford UP, 2010).  Women’s Studies: An Interdisciplinary Journal 40.6 (2011): 800-803.

Hester Blum. The View from the Masthead: Maritime Imagination and Antebellum American Sea Narratives.  (University of North Carolina Press. 2008). American Historical Review 113 (October 2008): 1153-1154.

Susan Clair Imbarrato.  Traveling Women: Narrative Visions of Early America. (Ohio University Press, 2006) & Jennifer Bernhardt Steadman.  Traveling Economies: American Women's Travel Writing. (Ohio State University Press, 2007) Legacy: A Journal of American Women Writers 25.2 (2008).  324-326.

PRESENTATIONS
From Moby-Dick to Contemporary Documentary: Experiencing the Oceanic . International Melville Society Conference, Bicentennial Celebration of Melville’s Birth, New York University, June 17-21, 2019
“From Moby-Dick to Leviathan: Experiencing the Oceanic.” Literature/Film Association, New Orleans, LA.  November 29-December 1, 2018.

“Moods and the Wandering Eye: Louisa May Alcott’s Critique of U.S. Romantics.” Australasia Association of Romantic Studies, Wellington, New Zealand. February 15-18, 2017.

“Reading the Ocean.”  American Comparative Literature Association, Harvard University. March 17-20, 2016.

“ ‘Lost in the Darkness and Distance’” Poe’s ‘MS Found in a Bottle’ and the Dangers of Mobility.”  Nineteenth-Century Studies Association, Fresno, CA.  March 7-9, 2013.

“Specters of Reading in Edgar Allan Poe’s ‘MS Found in a Bottle.’”  Pacific Ancient and Modern Languages, Seattle, WA.  Oct 19-21, 2012.
“Ciceronian Ethics and Vagrancy in Herman Melville’s ‘Bartleby, the Scrivener.’” College English Association, San Antonio, TX.  March 25-27, 2010.

“Resisting Uncle Tom: Intertexuality in The Autobiography of an Ex-Colored Man.” American Literature Association Conference, Boston, MA.  May 2007.

"Women, Nature, and the Economy of Desire in Moby Dick." South Atlantic Modern Language Association Conference, Charlotte, NC.  November 2006.

“Remembering Ethnicity: Writing Students Resistance to the Construction of Memory.” Conference on College Composition and Communication, New York City, NY.  March 2003. 

“Antebellum Women and the Middle Passage: Spectacle of Suffering and Site of Memory.” Interdisciplinary Nineteenth-Century Studies Conference, London, England. July 2003.

“Shipwrecked Anglo-American Women: Keeping the Nation Afloat in the Antebellum Era.” Pacific Ancient and Modern Language Association, Los Angeles, CA.  November 2000.

“Patriarchal Loyalty in the Federal Era: How a Female Marine and Ship Figureheads Contributed to an Early American National Identity.”  American Culture Association Conference, New Orleans, LA.  2000.

“‘The Salt Sea Was Frozen On Her Breast’”: Mourning the Death of the Skipper’s Daughter in Longfellow’s ‘The Wreck of the Hesperus.’” Northeast Modern Language Association, Buffalo, NY.  2000.

“Captivity and Cannibalism: Women and the Nineteenth-Century Shipwreck Narrative.” American Culture Association Conference, San Diego, CA. 1999.

“Cultural Conflict and Women.” Panel Chairperson. American Culture Association Conference, San Diego, CA.  1999.

“Lost at Sea: The Transatlantic Metaphor of the Shipwrecked Woman.”  Interdisciplinary Nineteenth-Century Studies Conference, Columbus, OH.  1999.

“Teaching 151/Composition II: Blurring Boundaries Between Personal and Academic Discourses.”  English Graduate Students Association (EGSA) Conference, the University of Nebraska.  1998.

“The Accidental Tourist: The Shipwrecked Woman in Early Nineteenth-Century Travel Narratives” Conference on American and British Travel Writers and Writing, Minneapolis, MN. 1997.

“Notes on the Whale” Semiotic Society of America Conference, San Antonio, TX.  1995.

“In Search of Women’s Rhetoric: Negotiating/Locating the Borderland.” Conference on College Composition and Communication, Washington D.C. 1995.

“The ‘Impossible’ Student, Learning Disabilities and Campus Racism.” Conference on College Composition and Communication, Nashville, TN.  1994.

“Snapshots of Contradiction in Mary Robinson’s Poetical Works” EGSA Conference, University of Nebraska.  1994.

“Phillis Wheatley: Breaking the Silken Fetters” EGSA Conference, Lincoln, NE.  1993.

Awards and Grants
Summer Research Grant, Loyola Marymount University, 2012

Summer Research Grant, Loyola Marymount University, 2010

Bellarmine College First Book Award Grant, Loyola Marymount University, Spring 2006.

Summer Research Grant, Loyola Marymount University, 2006

Marymount Institute's Faculty Grant, Loyola Marymount University, Spring 2006.

Research Expense Grant, Loyola Marymount University, 2004.

Summer Research Grant, Loyola Marymount University, 2003.

Northeast Modern Language Association (NEMLA) Research Grant, May 2000.

Speaking Series Coordinator
Winona LaDuke, renowned Native American activist, environmentalist and two-time Vice Presidential candidate, March 22, 2018
Coordinated the funding for speaker’s fee for LaDuke’s talk “Killing the Black Snake: Indigenous-Led Movements for Change” presented to LMU faculty, staff, students and members of Los Angeles community.  Organized faculty and student reception.
Freida Lee Mock, Academy Award winning documentary filmmaker and John Fer, former Vietnam POW, April 25, 2007

Coordinated the screening of Mock’s film, Return with Honor for Loyola Marymount University faculty, staff, students and members of Los Angeles community.  Moderated Q&A at reception
Freshman Book Project, 2003-2005

Responsible for soliciting suggestions, communicating with author’s agents and negotiating fees, reserving hotels, publicity, setting up Gersten Pavilion for over 1000 people, and offering teaching strategies for the chosen book.  Coordinated campus visits for Ann Fadiman, Barbara Ehrenreich, and Sarah Vowell

Professional Appointments

Professor, Department of English


Loyola Marymount University




2015 to present
Graduate Director, Department of English


Loyola Marymount University




2012-2015

Associate Professor, Department of English


Loyola Marymount University




2008 - 2014

Assistant Professor, Department of English


2002-2008


Loyola Marymount University


Associate Director, Freshman English Program


2002-2006


Loyola Marymount University


Visiting Assistant Professor, Department of English

2000-2002


Loyola Marymount University


Adjunct Lecturer, Department of English



1998-2000


Simon Fraser University, Vancouver, British Columbia


Teaching Assistant, Department of English


1995-1998


University of Nebraska-Lincoln

.

LMU Course Highlights
Loyola Marymount University, Los Angeles, CA


Ethnic American Literature, Honors 101.  


On the Sublime, Honors 115.

Literary Analysis, Honors 

Rhetorical Arts, RA 1000


Introduction to Fiction, English 140.  


College Writing I, English 110.  


American Shipwreck: Captives, Castaways, and Cannibals in American Literature, 

English 598.  


Early American Literature, English 371. 


Approaches to Teaching Composition and Literature, English 565.  

19th-Century American Women Writers, English 598.  


Transatlantic Romantic Writers, English 598. 


Early American Art, Literature, and Ideas, English 551.  


American Realism and Naturalism, English 553.  


American Romanticism, English 552.  


The Short Story, English 332.


Captivity in American Culture, English 398.


Adventure in 19th-Century American Literature, English 398.


Early American Short Story, English 398.

American Gothic, English 598


The Short Story, English 332


Genres: Fiction, English 2202

Authors: Louise Erdrich, English 3998


Histories: Native American to Transcendental Literature, English 2297
Critical Methodology, Graduate, English 


Melville and Oceanic Studies, Graduate, English 6603

Service
DEPARTMENT

Adjudicator, English Department Writing Awards (3 categories)
April 2018
Co-organizer with Alex Neel, English major movie night

October 2018

Co-organizer with Kelly Younger, English Department Book Club
Fall 2018
Member, Graduate Committee




Fall 2017 to present
Chair, Americanist Assistant Professor Search Committee
Fall 2016-Spring 2017 

Colloquium leader, Graduate Teaching Assistants

Fall 2016

Chair, Literature Committee




Fall2016-Spring 2018
Graduate Program Director




2012-Spring 2015

Chair, Graduate Program Committee



2012-Spring 2015

Permanent Engaged Learning Program Coordinator


--Graduate Program and Southern California Library
Fall 2014

LMU Graduate Program Alumni Colloquium


Spring 2013

English Department Student Writing Awards judge

2006-2013

Department Mentor for Prof. Dermot Ryan


2008-2013

M.A. Exam Colloquium leader for English Graduate Students
2010-2013

Chair, Visiting Assistant Professor Search Committee

Spring 2013

Chair, Literature Committee




Fall 2011

Faculty co-advisor Sigma Tau Delta



2011

Visiting Assistant Professor Search Committee


Spring 2011

Budget Committee





2009

Freshman English Program Committee



2008

Assistant Professor Search Committee



Fall 2007

UNIVERSITY

Member, Faculty Awards Committee




Fall 2018-Present
Member, BCLA Graduate Program Directors Committee


Spring 2015

Member, Graduate Scholarships Committee



Spring 2015

Member, LMU Graduate Program Directors Committee


Spring 2015

Evaluator, Assessment for FYS student papers



Summer 2015

Member, Student Affairs Committee




2011-2014
Faculty Representative Trustee Academic Affairs Committee

Fall 2013
Member, Bellarmine College of Liberal Arts



Fall 2012


Strategic Plan Steering Committee
Faculty co-organizer, LMU Writing Retreat



Spring 2012

Evaluator, applications for University Honors program


2010

Evaluator, university Presidential scholarship applications

2010


and interviews

Member, Honors Advisory Committee




2008-2010

Participant, mock interviews with student Fulbright applicants

Fall 2008

Composition Instructor for The Learning Community


Summer 2008 

Participant in Mentoring for Mission workshop



2008

Faculty advisor for University Honors publication, Attic Salt

2007-2008

PROFESSIONAL

Peer reviewer, Journal of Urban Cultural Studies



January 2018

Peer reviewer, Studies in American Fiction



September 2018
Peer reviewer, Clio: A Journal of Literature, History, and 


Spring 2013


Philosophy






Member, Jennifer Belichesky-Larson’s Ed.D Dissertation


2011-2013


Committee (Loyola Marymount University)

Member, 19-Century Studies Association



2012-present

Member, Rebecca Cantor’s PhD Dissertation Committee 

2010-2011

(Claremont University, CA)
Peer reviewer, African-American Review 



Fall 2010

Peer reviewer, African-American Review 



Fall 2008

COMMUNITY

Guest lecturer on 19th-century whaling at St. Mark elementary

Fall 2015


school, Venice CA

Coordinator for English graduate students’ archive project for

2014-Spring 2015
Southern California Library in Inglewood, CA




Coordinator for graduate student tutoring and research at 826LA
Fall 2013


a creative writing and tutoring organization for underserved 


students in Los Angeles







Weekly volunteer tutor for homeless and foster children with 

2008-2010


School-on-Wheels

Volunteer, President’s Day of Service




Spring 2011
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