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Professor, Department of English
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B.A., Yale University

310-338-2844

brico@lmu.edu
Selected Academic and Administrative Positions:

2019-


Chair, Department of English (elected position)
2015-2019



2009-2014    

Director, LMU President’s Institute (a week-long interdisciplinary seminar 




focusing on the university’s mission)

2000-2007   
Director, LMU First Year Institute (interdisciplinary seminar program)
1989-1995

Director of Freshman English

Selected Awards, Honors and Accomplishments:

2017-
Faculty Representative, Academic Affairs Subcommittee, LMU Board 

2014-2017
of Trustees

2014-2017

PI and Conference Organizer, Lilly Fellows Program National Conference

2014
Invited presentation on leadership (Senior Vice-Presidential Fellows Program), LMU Meeting of Board of Trustees, December 2014.

2012
Organized first Catholic Studies Program Sponsored Mini-Conference: Gaudium et spes, and Interdisciplinary Approaches to Sustainability and Stewardship 

2012


“Invocation” Loyola Marymount University Commencement Exercises
2011-2014
Chair, Faculty Committee on Mission and Identity
2008-2011
 (Presidential Appointment)

2018- 
Member, National Networking Bd., Lilly Fellows Program
2010-2014
(elected position)

2009-2012
Writing Consultant, Descartes Scholars Program (National Science Foundation. Program), Herbert Medina, Ph.D., PI
Teaching Experience:
2000


Professor of English, Loyola Marymount University.

1993– 2000

Associate Professor of English, Loyola Marymount University.

1987– 1993

Assistant Professor of English, Loyola Marymount University.

1984– 1987

Lecturer in English, UCLA Writing Programs.

1981– 1984

Instructor in English, Stanford University.

Previous Funding:

2011
Intercultural Transformation Grant: Shakespeare’s World/The World’s Shakespeare

2011 
Lilly Fellows Program Small Grant to Develop Lilly Faculty Conversation 
on Mission

2001 


LMU Faith and Justice Research Grant

1998


College Fellowship

1996, 1998

Irvine American Cultures Course Development Grant
1994, 1995

Summer Research Grant

1993


LMU Multicultural Teaching Grant

1987-1988

UCLA Institute of American Cultures Research Grant 
Selected Papers and Publications:

with Sandra F. Mano, American Mosaic:  Multicultural Readings in Context, third edition. Boston:  Houghton Mifflin, 2001; earlier editions 1989; 1995.

"Confronting Girl-bullying and Gaining Voice in Two Novels by Nicholasa Mohr," Girlhood Studies: An International Journal 10, no. 3 (Winter 2017): 105-120.ISBN: 1938: 8209 (print) 1938-8322 (online). Peer reviewed. [This article was also selected for inclusion in the Transnational Girlhood: A Special Anniversary Volume of Girlhood Studies, later published as The Girl in the Text, Ann Smith, ed. Berghahn, 2019. Barnes and Noble Book Club Selection.]
“The Social Imaginary of World War II in Nicholasa Mohr’s Nilda and Other Fiction of the Puerto Rican Diaspora,” Rewriting War and Peace in the Twentieth and Twenty-First Centuries: Contemporary British and American Literature,” to be held at Universita Autonoma de Barcelona, 2 April 2020 (peer-reviewed conference).
 “Along El Camino: Mr. Ives’ ‘Writing Back’ as Discernment in a Minor Key.” Special Session on Religion and US Ethnic Literature. Annual Conference Multiethnic Literature in the United States (MELUS), Cambridge, MA 26-29 April 2017. (A pre-eminent conference in the field.)

“’The State of Being Beloved is Intolerable to Many’:  The Representation of the Marginalized in Two Postwar Narratives.”  Carson McCullers in the World: A Centenary Conference. Rome, Italy. 14-16 July 2017. (invited paper). 

“’To Leave the House of Fear’: Journey and Reconciliation in the Fiction of Oscar Hijuelos.” Seminar paper for “Literature and Art of Reconciliation” session, Northeast Modern Language Association Conference, 17 March 2016. (peer-reviewed conference).

“The Ballad of Two Sad Cafes: Nicholasa Mohr’s Postwar Fiction as ‘Writing Back’ to Carson McCullers.” Alison Graham-Bertolini and Casey Lee Kayser, eds., Reading Carson McCullers in the Twenty-first Century. New York, Palgrave McMillan, 2016: 213-249. 
“Rituals of Survival”: A Critical Reassessment of the Fiction of Nicholasa Mohr,” reprinted in U.S. Latino/a Writing. A Robert Lee, editor (London: Routledge: Taylor and Francis Group, 2014); Volume IV, pp. 89-106; originally published in Frontiers: A Journal of Women’s Studies, 28:3 (2007), pp. 160-79.  (Routledge is a premier publisher in the area of multiethnic studies and theory.) 
 ““A Child[hood] Ripened with Legends”: The Social Imaginaries of the 1940s in Nicholasa Mohr’s Nilda.”  College English Assoc. Conference., Baltimore, Md.  29 March 2014. (Invited by the journal’s editor to expand this talk into an article for the CEA Critic)

Invited in-house review of article on Nicholasa Mohr’s Nilda and Educational Theory, MELUS (Multiethnic Literature in the United States, Jan. 2014. 

'An Island Like You'" Representing the Puerto Rican Diaspora in the Short Stories of Nicholasa

Mohr and Judith OrtÍz Cofer." Short Fiction in Theory and Practice (UK) Volume 1, Number 2 2011), 201-215.

“Toward a Higher Ground”:  The Gift of Cuento in the Writing of Judith Ortíz Cofer.” The Artist and 
Society: A Collection of Critical Essays (San Juan: College English Association Cambridge Scholars, 2013), 265-79. 

 “The World According to Guzmán: Inherited Stories in Judith Ortiz Cofer’s Line of the Sun” Inhabited 
by Stories: Critical Essays on Tales Retold. Nancy Barta-Smith and Danette DiMarco, eds.  (London:  Cambridge Scholars, 2012), 232-49.
"A Matter of Pride": Representing the Postcolonial in the Short Stories of Three Caribbean Writers” Boundaries and Bridges: 2010 College English Association Conference, Rio Piedras, Puerto Rico, 17-20 March 2010. 
 “La Herencia de Padre Pedro Arrupe/ The Legacy of Pedro Arrupe,” Conference on Jesuit Higher Education, Universidad IberoAmericana, Mexico City, Mexico, 13 November 2008.

“Holding the Threads: The Representation of Diaspora and the Reweaving of Inherited Narratives in the Writing of Judith Ortiz Cofer,” Convivencia, Lilly Regional Conference, LMU, March 2008.

 “Rituals of Survival”: A Critical Reassessment of the Fiction of Nicholasa Mohr,” 

Frontiers: A Journal of Women’s Studies, 28:3 (2007), pp. 160-79.

“Questions for Arrupe,” Response to the Keynote Address, presented at the Western Conversations Conference, Gongaza University, Spokane, Washington, 9 October 2007.
 “’Cat Got Your Tongue?’: The Construction of Silence as Resistance and Capitulation in Three Novels.”  National Conference of M.E.L.U.S, (Multiethnic Literature in the United States), Tulane University, New Orleans, Louisiana, 18-20 March 2000.

  "'Missing Persons':  Nicholasa Mohr's Portraits of the Artist as a Woman of the Diaspora." International Conference on Women and Creativity, Marquette University, Milwaukee, WI, 24-27 March 1999.                    

 "Voicing the Diaspora, Crossing the Borders of Silence: The Construction of Female Identity in the Fiction of Nicholasa Mohr,” National Conference of M.E.L.U.S, Vanderbilt University, Nashville, TN 18-21 March 1999.

 "Daughters of the Diaspora": Representation of Displacement, Exile, and Artistic Identity in the Texts of Nicholasa Mohr and Judith Ortíz Cofer."  Modern Language Association Conference, Washington, D.C., December 1996.  Encantos 1 (1998): 78-91.

 "Rituals of Survival: Exile, Affiliation, and Cross-cultural Identity in Nicholasa Mohr's Fiction" Communities in Exile Conference, Marymount Institute for Faith, Culture, and the Arts, Loyola Marymount University.  23-24 September 1995.

  with Sandra F. Mano, "New Themes for English B:  Negotiating Boundaries within the Multicultural Canon," in The Canon and the Classroom:  Pedagogical Implications of Canon Revision in American Literatures, ed. John Alberti, Wellesley Studies in Critical Theory, Literary Theory and Culture, Vol. 3, New York:  Garland, 1995.

  "`Esta invención un rato me sustenta': Felismena's Quest and the Converso Experience in Montemayor's Los Siete libros de la Diana."  Sixteenth Century Studies Conference, Atlanta, October 1992.

   "Cross Cultural Encounters in Myra Kelly's Short Fiction."  Western Regional Conference on Irish Studies, Loyola Marymount University, October 1992; Notes on Modern Irish Literature, 6:1994, 31-38.

 "Multicultural Literature and Majority Classrooms" California Regional Conference on Writing:  Connecting Theory and Practice, Pepperdine University, May 1991.

  “'Only Connect'”: The Ethical and Rhetorical Implications of Stylistic Choice” Conference on Composition and Communication, Chicago, March 1990.

  "Chicano Literature and the University Canon" Conference on Composition and Communication, St. Louis, March 1988

"From `Speechless Dialect' to `Prosperous Art'" Renaissance Society of America, Los   Angeles, March 1985; Huntington Library Quarterly, January 1986

Selected List of Additional Service Activities:
2016
Member, Interdisciplinary Committee to review application for full professor in an interdisciplinary program of study
2016
Member, Search Committee for the Graduate Fellowship, LMU Academy of Catholic Thought and Imagination
2016
Chair, Elections Committee, BCLA College Council

2010-14
Chair, Selection Committee, Rains Award for Excellence in Service (University Level Award)

Duties included chairing the Committee that wrote the criteria for the award.

2011
BCLA Faculty Fourth Year Review Committee -- nominated by the chairs of the interdisciplinary programs and departments – Women’s Studies, African American Studies, Chicana/o Studies; elected by BCLA to serve on the committee evaluating research.

2010
Chair, Search Committee, Tenure-line Position in Renaissance Literature 
2007


Chair, Search Committee, Tenure-line Position in 18c Literature

2007-14

Chair, Faculty Committee on Mission and Identity (2007- May 2014)

(Presidential Appointment). As the Chair of Mission and Identity, I interacted with peers in formation and briefing of the Western Conversations Dialogue; the planning of the President’s Institute and the creation of an advisory board for the Grant for the Lilly Seminar Program.   The President’s Institute typically involved at least 30 faculty members from across the colleges as participants, facilitators and consultants. I also served as Faculty Representative, LMU Catholic Mission and Identity Sub-committee of the Board of Trustees.
Contribution to Mission and Diversity beyond the Campus/ Community Service

Professional Consultation (1995-2008) – Judging scripts for primetime specials and children’s programming as reader for the Humanitas Prize Competition. Focus of the awards is on affirmation, intercultural awareness and human dignity through excellence in writing for film and television.

Member, Yale Alumni Schools Committee – Outreach and interviewing local applicants; approximately eighteen years of participation. 
